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(c) ‘Real friendship is impossible in the grim world John Steinbeck creates in Of Mice and

Men."To what extent do you agree with this statement? Remember to refer to the social,
historical and cultural context of the novel in your answer. [20]
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‘Real frendship is impossitie in the grim wordd John Stenbeck creates in Of Mice
and Men' To what extent do | agree with this statement. In of Moe and Men,
Stenbeck creates a harsh world of loneiness and isclation. He wants to reflect the
true ife of the men he saw around him durng the Great Depression of the 1830s.

A frst, Georpe and Lennie provide a contrast to this statement. They have a strong
relatonship which shows their true friendship. George s Lennie’s parental figure, he
is aways caring for Lennie. They have each ather o give a hoot in hell about us.”

Both George and Lennie gain from this friendship Georpe gains power of Lennie yet
Jso realzes he has a responsibility too, after what happened & the "Sacramento
River’. Lennie gains a fiend who guides him in a workd he doesn't understand and a
Gather figure who watches out for him.

However, even ther strong reltionshp des in the harsh world of the ranch. Gearge
sacrifices the fnendshp in itself, yet then condemns himseif to the lonely exstence of
the other men Tl work my morth an’ Ml take my fifty bucks an’ sit 3l nght in a cat
house”. ronically this was what he toid Lennie he could do £ he didn’t have to lock
ater him ¥ | didn’t have you, | could live so easy. Ther fmendship is utmately
destroyed by the harshwordd. This is because Stenbeck wanted 1o reflect the harsh
reality he saw around him in 1830s America where frendships were destroyed by
uNCaning circumstances.

As well as George and Lenne, John Steinbeck shows that the other characters are
unabie to form fendships and are isolated. Crooks is unable to form any frendships
because he is sdated fom everyone by hs cdour. He lives in the tam’ because he



‘an’t alowed in the bunk house’. This portrayal of the racism which was present in
society means that he cannat form any friendship with the other men on the ranch.
"A guy gets londly and he gets sick’ shows us that a lack of frendships in the harsh
world of the ranch mean that al the men are suspicious of each other and can have
no trust, as we see with George and the ‘greybacks”. People are ‘'aazywh
loneliness’ yet the mood of fear means they have no-one to trust.

Ancther example is Curly's wife. She cannot form any fiendships with any of the
men on e ranch because they see her as rouble’”. She is able to see that all the
men are unable 1o trust one another ‘why when | catch one man on hs own..... on
each other’. She is unable © break free of he narmow view the men have over her
which means she is unable to connect wih anybody other than Lenne which
utmaely leads 1o her death.

‘Everyone n the whole damn world is scared of each other” highlights the harsh,

untrusting world of the ranch that Stenbeck creates. He uses this atmosphere of
fear to show how uncaning and grim Amenca was during he Great Depression.

To conclude, Steirbeck creates a untrusting fearfl atmosphere on the ranch in of
Moe and Men to highlight how even the strongest fnendships are nevitable crushed
by the uncarng society of 1830s Amenca.



